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ABSTRACT

After World War |1, Taiwan experienced a prolonged period of authoritarian
rule. The Kuomintang government justified its actions on the grounds of national
security, imposed punishments on “political prisoners”, such as individuals
involved with the Chinese Communist Party, Taiwan independence activists, and
political dissidents. Some political prisoners with serious crimes were sentenced
to death, while others were imprisoned in various jails, where they were subjected
to forced labor and ideological re-education. The authority referred to these
political prisoners as “newborns”, ostensibly to correct their “wrong thoughts”
and help them to repent, reform and serve the nation; however, the authority tried
to isolate them from the public, thereby maintaining regime stability,
consolidating the legitimacy of the regime.

Among the well-known places where political prisoners were held, the Green
Island New Life Correction Center and Taitung Taiyuan Prison are most
recognized. However, there is another institution frequently mentioned in oral
interviews with political victims, but largely overlooked by academia. The
institution was the “Ren-Ai Education Experiment Institute”, located in today’s
Tucheng District of New Taipei City. From 1954 to 1987, it held over 2,000
political prisoners, operating during the exact period of Taiwan's White Terror.

This study, using declassified official documents and oral interview data,



explores the functions and operations of the “Ren-Ai Education Experiment
Institute”. It also attempts to examine Taiwan's post-war authoritarian system
through the reformatory education, illustrating how the reformatory education
system in post-war Taiwan was dual influenced by the "Reformatories” system
during the KMT's rule in mainland China and the legal system during Japanese
colonial period, presenting a "Y"-shaped developmental trajectory.
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