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Conservation, Preservation and Digitization of Glass Plate Negatives:

Ancient Temples Images Collected by Taoyuan City Government as a
Case Study
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Abstract

In 2021, a collection of 39 glass plate negatives, discovered by the Taoyuan City Government’s Cultural Affairs
Department, was severely damaged. The negatives had suffered from glass fractures, silver image deterioration, and post-
production modifications. These images include century-old temples such as Fuhai Temple, Dazhong Temple, Guiwen
Temple in Dayuan District, which are now slated for redevelopment as part of the Taoyuan Airport City project. Among
them, Jingfu Temple was initially completed in the 16th year of Jiaqing era (1811). As the original appearance of the
temple is no longer extant, the recording function, as well as the age and rarity of the gelatin dry plate negatives, serve as
invaluable visual evidence of Taoyuan’s temple heritage.

This article primarily introduces the current preservation status and digitalization process of a collection of
glass plate negatives. It also discusses the specific treatments undertaken, such as glass crack stabilization and silver
halide removal. Moreover, the digitalization process adhered to the International Color Consortium (ICC)’s Profile
Connection Space” (PCS) to ensure the proper preservation of both the physical artifacts and digital image assets of the

glass plate negatives.
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digital archives
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