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War Memories: Management and Handover of the French Military
Cemeteries in Taiwan
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Abstract

There were some preliminary studies and historical surveys about the French military cemeteries in Keelung and
Penghu, Taiwan. However, many questions were still unclarified, including numerous incorrect speculations and inferences.
The historical context of the French military cemeteries in Taiwan was reconstructed through archives review fieldwork
surveys and oral interviews. The research found that the military concerns and maintenance expenses had always been
Japan’ key consideration from diplomatic in negotiation with France since 1895. The government of Taiwan, Taihoku,
officially took over the French military cemeteries in 1928, and the management issue was temporarily solved. After World
War II, the French military cemeteries and monuments in Taiwan were relocated and the lease agreement was made due
the expansion of National Magong High School campus and the relocation of Amédée Courbet’s tomb in 1952. However,
the issue arose again after the severance of diplomatic relations between the Republic of China and France. Finally, the
disputes were solved when the counterpart office was confirmed in the 1970s. After negotion, France agreed to return the
lands, and the local government made it a public park which was renamed as “Sino-French War Memorial Park” and had
been listed as a municipal historic site. However, the mystery remains whether the bodies of the French soldiers in Taiwan

had been transported back to France or not. It requires more information from France to answer the question.
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