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ABSTRACT

Since the Nanjing-Wuhan split in 1927, the Kuomintang (KMT) and Nationalist
government to destroy the “counter-revolutionary™ and the Communist Party of China
(CPC) forces, had gradually developed which called "Voluntary Surrender and Rebirth"
policy in the 1930s. The policy means that if the Communists voluntarily surrender to
the KMT government, they can be exempted from criminal responsibility.

During the mainland period, the KMT regarded "Voluntary Surrender and
Rebirth" policy as one of the most effective strategies to divide the CPC forces and
clean up the internal. The policy used for many times during the Chinese Civil War and
Second Sino-Japanese War. In addition to the occasional appeal on the stage, it was
also a means of justice known to the special agencies. Even if the KMT government
moved to Taiwan, this policy continued to operate in the 1950s and was replaced by the
"Anti-Communist Self-Awareness Movement" in 1962. At this time, the object of lock-
in was not limited to communists, all kinds of active and passive communists’
relationship should also be included. In the end, about 3,000 people registered.

However, such a political movement had not been held since 1962, but the relevant
standards and norms were still stored in the workflow of intelligence and security
agencies in the name of the "Anti-Communist Self-Awareness Confession” and
continued until at least the mid-1970s.

The "Anti-Communist Self-Awareness Movement" in 1962 was like a temporary
checkpoint. People must be open about the illegal experience defined by the
government and pass it through layers of verification. Although the government claims
that people have consciously complained of Communists persecution based on anti-



communist consciousness, such activities are coercive because of a series of laws
against the Communists. Automatic confession does not mean that the suspicion of the
Communists can be dismissed; but not active expression also means that they are
Communists.

For most people, the "Anti-Communist Self-Awareness Movement" did not affect
their lives. However, for some people, the movement made themselves fall into a more
stringent monitoring line, which could only be lifted by agents or police surveillance
for many years. Some people were jailed and even sentenced to death.
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