B = B & = éz
A EBRE CAAT

LR A A
FE LS LY B~ FEH
The unchained light of spring : Yang-Kui’s life

Image and literary activity in Lyudao prison.
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Abstract

In April 1949, Yang Kui was arrested and sentenced to 12 years in prison on the
charge of insurrection, with A Declaration of Peace, a document drafted by Yang,
serving as the evidence. On May 20 of the same year, Taiwan entered a 38-year period
of martial law. The Taiwanese were silenced under the political purge of the White
Terror, which ended the left-wing critical thinking of Taiwan’s new literature that had
followed Japanese occupation. After being transferred to Green Island in 1951, Yang
should, theoretically, have faced difficulty in writing because of the influences from the
disciplinary system in prison; however, his 10-year imprisonment on Green lIsland
became another stage of Yang’s active literary creation. Despite the fruitful results
obtained in research on Yang, his actual life on Green Island has only been given a brief
introduction. Yang’s literary activities during his imprisonment also focused on the
discussion of scripts and family letters. Although the folk songs, proverbs, and scores
collected and recorded by Yang in prison have been included in the officially published
The Complete Works of Yang Kui, the academic circle has not sorted through and studied
them thus far.

In this study, comprehensive research on Yang’s life on Green Island was
conducted using historical materials, particularly several first-hand materials that have
not been cited by researchers, including official documents and the original files in
prison collected by the National Archives Administration. First, the background of and
reason for Yang’s imprisonment in 1949 was clarified from the perspective of legal
history, in combination with citations from the content of the court’s judgement. Next,
using Michel Foucault’s concepts of discipline and the panopticon, the disciplinary

system of the Freshman Disciplinary Camp on Green Island was analyzed, after which



the oral history provided by political prisoners on the island as well as Yang’s
assessment forms, basic information, and rehabilitation and education experience were
used to construct his life image on Green Island. Furthermore, in addition to Yang’s
various types of literary works during his imprisonment on Green Island, the analysis
of this study focused on the folk songs, proverbs, and scores overlooked by previous
studies. Finally, from Yang’s literary work and his editing of the New Life posters and
New Life Monthly, his attempts at breaking through the triple confinement of the
Mandarin promotion policy, anticommunist literature, and prison discipline; his
insistence on writing using local Taiwanese languages ; and his ideal of emphasizing
the popularization of literature and art were analyzed. The analysis revealed that Yang’s
thoughts during his imprisonment on Green Island had been consistent, continuing his
political and literary thoughts from the 1940s and enlightening the grassroots literary
theory in the 1970s. Overall, in the face of ideological reconstruction in Green Island
Prison, Yang demonstrated resistance to the oppression of power not unlike the rose
buds that protruded from under the cracks in the cement block in his novel The

Uncontainable Light of Spring.

Keywords: Yang Kui, Green Island, prison literature, Mandarin promotion movement,

anticommunist literature, Taiwanese literature
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