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About us:
The State archives of the Russian Federation was established in 
Moscow in 1992 and acquired collections of:

the Central State Archive of the October 
Revolution (founded in 1920) and 

the Central State Archive of the Russian SFSR 
(founded in 1957)



Sources of acquisition: 

• Federal governmental bodies (ministries, 
services and agencies of the Russian 
Federation)

• Their subordinate organizations

• Public organizations

• News agencies

• Personal archives of distinguished people 



Studying of implementation 
of IT in record-keeping 

in sources of acquisition

• questioning of sources of acquisition

• tracking presence of electronic records in 
legislation and retention schedules

• tracking presence of electronic records during 
consulting or visiting organizations



First acquisition

• Two video records of personal provenance
• Two databases with state registries
• Database of appeals of claimants and their heirs 

to the Foundation of Mutual Understanding and 
Reconciliation of the Russian Federation

• of All-Russian Agricultural Census of 2006 
(digital images of census sheets)

• All-Russian Population Census of 2002 
(digital images of census sheets)



Finding aids
• Archives of organizations preserve 1 million of analog files of 

permanent storage 
• They preserve archival files for 15 years before state archives 

acquire these records
• For modern records there are digitized images and metadata in 

record-keeping systems of this organization
• The State archive of the Russian Federation itself holds more than 

7.5 million case files of nearly 250 sheets of paper each
• Our goal is to re-use already existing images and metadata created 

in agencies to save time and efforts and focus on digitizing of 
records what were never digitized

• Also almost all of inventories are digitized and placed in a catalog 
available online at our site statearchive.ru but only in Russian, 
unfortunately



On-line catalog



Crisis management during the process 
of abolishing of organizations

• Check-up analog records, appraise, form case 
files and transfer them to state archive or to 
archive of legal successor (we have money and 
time for making inventories for documents of 
permanent retention, for long-time 
preservation of personnel, for short-time 
with/without need for further preservation)



Crisis management during the process 
of abolishing of organizations

• Suddenly locate electronic records of 
permanent storage – it happens sometimes

• Find out that no money, no time, no specialist 
left (no budget, term of abolishing up to 3-4 
months, personnel fired)

• Grab everything we can to preserve electronic 
records as is – in hope that later we will be 
able to do something

• If it works – be very proud of it 



Inventory before



Inventory after
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Thank you for your attention


