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Since the 17th century, the sugar industry has played an important role in Taiwan’s development. During the
Japanese colonial period, improvements were made to old sugar refineries, and new refineries were opened.
These advancements laid the foundations for the sugar industry’s subsequent modernization. After World War
11, the government of the Republic of China took control of the four main Japanese sugar companies and merged
them to the Taiwan Sugar Corporation. With this reorganization, ensuing production growth and global market
expansion, the industry made a significant contribution to Taiwan’s economic development.

The exhibition begins at the recovery of Taiwan sugar industry after World War II. It focuses on organizational
changes to the industry, sugarcane planting, sugar processing, transport, and export. Content is divided into five
main sections: “Re-emergence of the Taiwan Sugar Industry,” “From Farm to Factory,” “The Hot Private Brown
Sugar Industry,” “A Nationwide Sugar Railways Network,” and “Export Markets: From Japan to the World.”
The exhibition selects 81 items from various sorts of archives which are on public display for the first time.
These dated from the 1940s to the 1980s include manuscripts, boat tickets, maps, blueprints, and photographs.
Also, it recreates scene of sugar train to take visitors back to the sweet time of Taiwan sugar industry.
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10/23/2019 (Wednesday) — 5/29/2020 (Friday)

Exhibition Hall, National Archives Administration,
National Development Council

1F., North Tower, No.439, Zhongping Rd., Xinzhuang Dist., New Taipei City
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5 pm (closed on weekends and holidays)
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7/13/2020 (Monday) — 11/8/2020 (Sunday)

Office Building, Ciaotou Sugar Refinery,
Taiwan Sugar Corp.

No. 24, Tangchang Rd., Ciaonan Neighborhood, Ciaotou Dist., Kaohsiung City
Every day, 9 am to 4:30 pm
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The Hot Private Brown Sugar Industry
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Re-emergence of the Taiwan Sugar Industry
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“Warning: Stealing sugarcane may be punished fter World War II,

began producing brown sugar. Both brown and white

many private sugar refineries
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Do you know how the sugar industry rose from the ashes
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, Taiwan Sugar

sugars are made from sugarcane, but they differ in

refineries were badly damaged during the war. After the

. not only offered incentives, methods of production. In addition, Sugar refineries and

war, the government embarked on an ambitious program

sugar allocation regulation to encourage sugarcane raw-material zones were linked geographically. Most of

of repairs and renovations. Japanese staffs were retained

planting, but it also strived to prevent theft and the land suitable for to sugarcane production was

to enable the transfer of knowledge and skills to new

A Nationwide
Sugar Railways
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illicit sales of sugarcane. This section also conveys controlled by the state-run Taiwan Sugar Corp., so new

workers, and industry experts from outside Taiwan were

information about the production of sugar and its private brown sugar refineries were generally limited to

= lRt recruited to join Taiwan sugar industry workforce. . - 5
TTEF&\%*E% ’ . . by-products, such as molasses and bagasse. These remote townships and aboriginal villages. From the
These steps brought the industry to new peaks. Aside hi i -
archives on di

can be used in the production of cigarettes, alcohol, , we can view the geographic

from growing sugarcane and producing sugar, Taiwan
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Sugar Corp. fostered the advance of culture and

o

. . 1950s and learn about the processes involved in
education by operating a school at each factory and by process d

establishing a private refinery and selecting its location.

publishing magazines. This section of the exhibition offers

insights into the organization of this old Taiwan sugar
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Many Taiwanese have fond memories of commuting on sugar
trains or of even chasing the trains in pursuit of a piece of
sugarcane to pilfer and taste. During the early retrocession, the
railways belonging to sugar companies in Taiwan—and not the
better-known Taiwan Railways—comprised the most extensive
network of rails in Taiwan. Built principally for the sugar
industry, these railways transported not only raw materials for
sugar manufacture but also other goods and even passengers.
After Taiwan Sugar Corp. was established, it merged the various
sugar railways and unified carriage design and worker uniforms,
thus bringing the separate sugar railways together into a single
network: The Sugar Railways.
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Export Markets: From Japan to the World
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What country consumed the most Taiwan-produced
sugar? Visit the e ition to learn the answer! In order
to open international markets, Taiwan Sugar Corp. not

only dispatched staff around the world to learn the best

industry practices, but it also actively participated in
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international tenders. These efforts made up strong sales
across Asia, Africa and the Americas. Furthermore,
frequent R&D advances and equipment upgrades in
sugarcane production and sugar processing raised
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s output, and by the 1950s it had become the
s second largest exporter of sugar. Taiwan also
eminated sugar production knowledge and offered
technical support to allied countries, which in turn
brought needed foreign currency to Taiwan.

80s, due to low international sugar prices,

farms that had grown sugarcane turned to paddy rice or
other higher-value grain crops. The domestic sugar
industry responded by moving toward producing a

wider range of products and services.





